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Diversification the Key to Success

It may not be the best of times in the haulage industry, but some companies

- like Oliver Transport Services - are proving to be an exception, thanks

in no small measure to forward planning and diversification.
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This Coleraine headquartered
family run company has

just opened up a new state
of the art workshop and
warehousing unit on the
Northbrook Industrial Estate
on the outskirts of the town,
and within shouting distance
of its main administrative
base on the Ballycastle

Road Industrial Estate.

The 20,000 sq ft premises
boasts all the latest servicing
and maintenance equipment
that enables it to handle
anything from a family saloon
car to a 44 tonne artic truck,
and already business is brisk.

Oliver Transport Services
operates over 30 tractor

units and around 70 trailers
comprising curtainsiders, flats,
extendable flats, tankers,
euroliners and low loaders,
specialising in a number of
diverse areas, including the
movement of timber, steel,
palletised goods, concrete
products, hazardous goods and
light/heavy machinery. It has
also recently moved into the
waste management sector.

The company was founded by
Willie Oliver more than three
decades ago. He's no stranger
to the transport industry;




In profile

indeed, he’s been one of the
leading lights, being a past
National Chairman of the
Road Haulage Association.
Over the last 10 years with
the RHA, he has also acted
as Northern Ireland chairman,
and Scotland and Northern
Ireland Regional Chairman.

And, of course, he won
Transport Personality of the Year
at the recent Export & Freight
All Ireland Transport & Logistics
Awards, so there’s no one who
knows more about the industry
than Willie Oliver, whose son
Andrew joined him in the
family business six years ago

as General Manager.
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“We already did a lot of
outside vehicle repair and
recovery work, apart from
maintaining our own fleet,
and this new workshop will
enable us to expand this side
of the business,” says Andrew.

“We have installed
a new Maha brake
testing unit, the
same as you’d find
at an MoT Centre,
and we have a new
inspection pit that
is also on a par with
MoT specifications,
together with a
ualified team of
iesel fitters capable
of working on all
makes of trucks.”

The workshop operates Monday
to Saturday and is supported by
a 24/7 call out service, meaning
customers can get assistance as
and when it is needed by simply
making a phone call. “We also
undertake recovery call outs

for other repair shops around
the country,” says Andrew.

“We’ve always serviced and
maintained our own 30 strong
transport fleet but having
outgrown our former facility
at Castlerock we needed
somewhere more spacious
and jumped at the chance
when this site came on the
market,” adds Andrew.

It is certainly a spacious

site, with more than ample
room to accommodate drop
trailers, while the adjoining
secure warehouse is used to
store overnight groupage.

Growing

It's the latest stage in the
growth of Oliver Transport
Services, which currently
employs a 25-strong team of
drivers, and follows on from
last year’s strategic acquisition
of PJ O’Kane Transport, which
presented the company with
the opportunity to provide an
even better service to new and
existing customers, covering
the UK mainland and Ireland.

Comments Willie Oliver:
“O’Kane Transport was a very
well run business with a wide
customer base specialising in
abnormal loads. In addition,
the general haulage side

of the business included a
UK-wide refrigerated traffic
operation, so it gave us the
chance to expand our services,
having always mainly focused
on the Irish market.”
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